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Summary

After tripling cargo shipments this decade, 
Valencia plans to become southern 
Europe’s main trading platform. To achieve 
this goal, APV (Valencia Port Authority)
will make major investments in 
infrastructure upgrades to facilitate the use 
of intermodal containers, which are cargo 
holders that can be loaded and sealed onto 
ships, freight trains, planes, and trucks.  
APV, which includes the precincts of 
Gandía and Sagunto, became Spain’s 
leading port last year after moving 3.6 
million Teus (standard container units of 
twenty feet), ahead of Algeciras and 
Barcelona.    

Valencia, located on the east coast of Spain, is one of the Mediterranean’s most important ports.

       Spain: Logistics Sector Opportunity

Valencia plans major port developments 
to increase cargo traffic
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Market Trend

Intermodal containers are reducing the impact of the current economic crisis on APV through the 
economic crisis by increasing port transit. Many containers are only stopping over in Valencia on 
their way to other destinations.  While overall traffic in Spanish ports has fallen an average of 15% 
this year, in Valencia the decrease was only 5% and container traffic was unaffected.  

It is the universal utility of these intermodal containers that the expansion of Valencia’s precinct is 
based upon.  Before 2015, the port plans to invest USD 716 million in port infrastructure upgrades 
and improvements. This expenditure will be matched by funding from the private sector.  

Market Data

The two graphs below depict the amount of cargo traffic that went through Valencia’s port between 
January and September of 2009.  This includes exports, imports, and cargo stopping over on its way 
to a final destination.

A Port to the World: 
Traffic in Valencia Port Authority, in millions of metric tons. 

Source: APV, derived from a graphic in the November 18th 2009 issue of Expansión.
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As illustrated by the second graph, containers are by far the most used type of transport for goods 
shipped through Valencia’s port.  Construction materials and natural gas are shipped in different crates 
or tanks.  

Source: APV, deriv

Market Developments

The most ambitious project for t
intermodal containers hinges on t
traffic issues in the port, it is cruc
train terminals.  Valencia’s gover
region.  FGV, the public comp
Alicante, has joined with ACS 
construction firm Torrescámara 
between Madrid and Zaragoza.  

Relevant Trade Shows

Logis Expo – Zaragoza, 13th-16th

http://www.feriazaragoza.es/logis

Logitrans – Madrid, 21st-23rd Apr
http://www.ifema.es/web/ferias/lo

International Rail Forum – Valenc
http://www.railforum.net

SIL – Barcelona, 25th-28th May, 2
http://www.silbcn.com/en

Terminal Operations Conference 
http://www.tocevents-europe.com
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– Valencia, 8th-10th June, 2010

http://www.tocevents-europe.com/
http://www.silbcn.com/en
http://www.railforum.net/
http://www.ifema.es/web/ferias/logitrans/default.html
http://www.feriazaragoza.es/logis_expo_IN.aspx
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Other Spanish Ports – web references

Spanish Port Authorities
http://lonja.portel.es/ap_puertos/puertos.htm

Spanish Port Directory
http://www.puertos.es/es/directorio/index.html

Exchange rate used: 2009 annual average used by US Embassy Madrid USD 1 = Euros 0.7402

Source

Information in this report originates from Expansión’s article “The container: Key to Valencia’s port”, published 
on November 18th 2009.  Expansión is a well known Spanish business newspaper, its website is 
www.expansion.com.

For More Information   

Int’l Trade Specialist Angela Turrin, from the The U.S. Commercial Service in Madrid-Spain can be contacted via 
e-mail at: Angela.Turrin@mail.doc.gov; Phone: +34-91-308-1567; Fax: +34-91-563-0859; or visit the website: 
www.buyusa.gov/spain.

The U.S. Commercial Service — Your Global Business Partner

With its network of offices across the United States and in more than 80 countries, the U.S. Commercial Service of 
the U.S. Department of Commerce utilizes its global presence and international marketing expertise to help U.S. 
companies sell their products and services worldwide.  Locate the U.S. Commercial Service trade specialist in the 
U.S. nearest you by visiting http://www.export.gov/eac.

Comments and Suggestions: We welcome your comments and suggestions regarding this market research. 
You can e-mail us your comments/suggestions to: Customer.Care@mail.doc.gov.  Please include the name of 
the applicable market research in your e-mail.  We greatly appreciate your feedback.

Disclaimer: The information provided in this report is intended to be of assistance to U.S. exporters. While we make every 
effort to ensure its accuracy, neither the United States government nor any of its employees make any representation as to the 
accuracy or completeness of information in this or any other United States government document. Readers are advised to 
independently verify any information prior to reliance thereon. The information provided in this report does not constitute legal 
advice. The Commercial Service reference to or inclusion of material by a non-U.S. Government entity in this document is for 
informational purposes only and does not constitute an endorsement by the Commercial Service of the entity, its materials, or 
its products or services

International copyright, U.S. Department of Commerce, 2007. All rights reserved outside of the United States.
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